
What is the McNair 
Scholars Program?
The McNair Scholars Program, officially known as the 
Ronald E. McNair Post Baccalaureate Achievement 
Program, is a federally-funded TRiO program. It is 
specifically designed to prepare participants for 
graduate study through involvement in research and 
other scholarly activities. This program, established in 
1986 and named in honor of Challenger space shuttle 
astronaut Ronald E. McNair, Ph.D., is underwritten by 
the Department of Education.

The goal of McNair Scholars Program is to increase the 
attainment of graduate degrees by talented students 
in all disciplines from historically underrepresented 
segments of society. At Marian University, program 
participants are either first generation college students 
who meet the federal financial eligibility or from 
ethnic backgrounds that lack representation in 
graduate level education.

REQUEST YOUR APPLICATION TODAY!  Check out our Web site: www.marianuniversity.edu/mcnair

What do McNair
scholars do?
Engage in Research. Students participate in the 
McNair Research Experience during which they 
develop and conduct individual research projects 
under the guidance of a faculty/professional mentor. 
As part of the research experience, they enroll in MCN 
201: Preparing for Research and MCN 401: 
Performing Research. More details are available on 
the McNair Web site.

Develop and deliver professional research 
presentations. McNair Scholars present their research 
at selected research symposia held at Marian 
University. In addition, students have the opportunity 
to travel to academic and professional conferences 
across the nation. Participation in conferences is an 
excellent opportunity to network with faculty and 
graduate students from a wide variety of institutions.

Attend graduate school preparation seminars 
and workshops. Students must attend graduate 
school seminars and/or workshops focusing on specific 
topics related to the graduate school application 
process, including how to identify graduate programs 
that “fit” their needs and interests, preparing for the 
Graduate Record Examination (GRE), and how to 
navigate graduate school. 

Visit graduate schools and meet with graduate 
faculty members. Students can receive funding to 
travel to graduate school visits. This is an opportunity 
for them to learn more about an institution and 
department as they make decisions to pursue a 
graduate education.
 
Participate in Service–Learning opportunities. The 
Service–Learning experience is strongly encouraged at 
Marian University. These experiences serve students by 
engaging them in the educational process, using what 
they learn in the classroom to solve real-life challenges 
in the community.

Scholarship  •  Equity  •  Diversity  •  Service

The Four Pillars
of the McNair Program

Who may become 
a McNair Scholar?
A participant must meet the following 
requirements before becoming a McNair Scholar:

• Be first generation to college (where neither parent  

 completed a four-year degree) and financially qualified  
 as defined by the US Department of Education; OR
• Be from an underrepresented group in graduate  
 education (African American, Hispanic-Latino, Native  
 American and Alaskan, other Pacific Islander/Native Hawaiian). 

All participants must also meet the 
requirements below:

• Be a Marian University undergraduate student
• Be either a sophomore or a junior at the time of  
 acceptance (32+ credits)

• Have and maintain a 3.0 GPA or higher
• Be a U.S. citizen or permanent U.S. resident
• Aspire to pursue a graduate level degree in your  
 field of choice
• Have not previously earned a four-year degree

 

What are the main 
bene�ts of joining 
McNair?
• Research stipend
• Travel support 
 (only for research and conference attendance)

• Tuition scholarship
• Summer Housing 
 (only for involvement in active research)

• Various graduate school preparation seminars
• Laptop loan
• Faculty mentor guidance
• Research internships
• Professional development 
• Networking opportunities



Visit our office:
McNair House is currently located 

at 96 S. National Ave., right across from 
the Stayer Center parking lot.

Check out our Web link:
www.marianuniversity.edu/mcnair

We are on Facebook:
Search for:

Marian University McNair Scholars Program

MCNAIR SCHOLARS PROGRAM
45 S. National Ave.

Fond du Lac, WI 54935-4699
(920) 923-8621 Phone

(920) 923-8622 Fax
mcnairprogram@marianuniversity.edu

McNAIR SCHOLARS
PROGRAM

— Ronald E. McNair, Ph.D.

Before you can make a dream come 
true, you must first have one.

Why pursue 
a graduate education?
The decision to pursue a graduate education will 
open many doors for you. Since you will become an 
expert in your field of study, obtaining an advanced 
degree means greater responsibility, increased salary, 
and the momentum to embark on a journey into 
the ever-changing realm of research and 
post-secondary instruction. 

You will continue to gain knowledge, develop critical 
thinking and problem-solving skills, and have more 
opportunity to interface with the best in your field.

If your personal and professional goals include these 
objectives, the decision to pursue a graduate degree 
is right for you. The McNair Scholars Program at 
Marian University is designed to help prepare you for 
graduate school and to help you realize your dream.

Where can I �nd
more information?


